
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

The Saving Word is Near 
 

Romans 10:8b-13 (NIV)  
“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your 
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you 

believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him 
will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call 

on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

Do you ever feel that God is distant, a little “hands-off,” that you pray to him, but he never seems to answer your specific prayers? 
Does God feel like a story from the past but not present reality? Do you feel like God is untouchable, what with that whole “be 
perfect” command that you know that you can’t fulfill it?  

The Jews in Jesus’ day and in Paul’s day took up the challenge of “be perfect” as God had commanded. They made it their life’s 
ambition to work for a perfect righteousness accomplished through God’s law so that they could be like God, closer to him. They 
thought that if they just obeyed enough of God’s commands, did enough good to other people, gave enough offerings, then they 
would be right before God, close to his perfection. They sought to establish their own perfect righteousness.  

Anytime that anyone does this, they are seeking to make themselves Jesus, to make themselves their own Savior. Paul says in the 
verses immediately before our section that when we try to live God’s perfection on our own efforts, our own strength, and our own 
criteria, and get closer to him that we that we are trying to take the place of Jesus, to do something heroic like go up to heaven and 
bring Jesus down to earth or to go to the grave, and bring Jesus back to life from the dead, to make being Jesus, closer to Jesus, 
attainable. The problem is that to be closer to Jesus requires perfection. This is not something that we can work our way towards. 
This is a state of being and doing and living. If we have anything against us in the past, anything at all, we cannot get closer to God be 
this perfection that he commands and demands. Deuteronomy 27:26 says, “Cursed is anyone who does not uphold the words of this 
law by carrying them out.” James says, “Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of 
it.” (James 2:10) Imperfect people cannot work their way towards perfection to get closer to God because they start in a place of 
failure. It’s already game over for all of us. This makes God feel very far away, impossible for us to get close to him. 

We, just like the Jews in Paul’s day, need someone who can save us from our imperfection and be that perfection that God 
demands, someone who can bring us near to God instead of bringing God down to our level. Paul writes specifically to show these 
Jews living in Rome that this word of salvation is already near them. “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” 
that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (verses 8b-9) 

It's simple. “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16) Know that Jesus has lived perfectly for you. Know that Jesus died to pay for your sins. Know that Jesus rose from 
the dead as proof positive that his life payment for your sins was accepted. God declares you not guilty, justifies you, of your sin. 
Know this and you are saved from your imperfection. God has brought you near to him. He could and did do it because he is God. 
Know this and believe this because he declares this in his Word that is near you, his Word which brings you near to him.  

Paul made sure that the saving Word was near the Romans. How much more so is God’s saving Word near us! Consider these 
statistics. The Bible has been translated into almost 3000 languages, including (this is for you Trekkies) Klingon. There are 6500 
spoken languages in the world, but about 2000 of those have fewer than 1000 speakers. This means that a vast majority of people in 
the world have access to the Bible in their native language right now. If the Bible were allowed to be on the best seller’s list for 
books, it would be #1 all the time, never dropping a spot. To give you an idea, the current #1 all-time best-selling book is Charles 
Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities” having over 200 million copies sold. The Bible has over 6 billion, more than 30x that. 168,000 Bibles 
are sold or given to others just in the US every day, 20 million every year. The Gideon’s International, those people who put the 
Bibles in the hotel rooms, distributed almost 60 million Bibles worldwide last year, meaning they were giving out more than 100 
Bibles per minute. And in our digital age, it’s good to know that at any given second, 66,000 people are using a Bible app while at the 
same time at least 3 people share a Bible verse every second on their social media networks. The saving Word of God is near you 
and me! 



But is nearness enough? There’s a saying that goes, “Familiarity breeds contempt.” It means that often when you know a lot about a 
person, you can find things that upset you about them, things that cause you to lose respect for them, or things about them that 
grate on your nerves that you never noticed before getting to know them so well. With all those amazing Bible statistics that show 
how near God’s saving word is to us, I found a couple other statistics that are a bit sobering, maybe even disturbing. In a recent 
survey, it was found that less than half of Americans can name the first book of the Bible. Also, only 1 in 3 Bible owners in the US 
know that Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. (Billy Graham was actually the top answer for this survey question.)  

Are we so familiar with the Bible because it is so near us all the time that we have begun to despise it? Is the Bible just a book on the 
shelf, something that every completionist needs regardless of whether or not you open it up, use it, or read it, something you just 
should have, maybe like a good luck charm? We come here and listen week after week to essentially the same message. “You’re a 
sinner. Jesus lived perfectly for you, died on the cross to pay for your sins, and rose from the dead in victory over your sins, death, 
and the devil.” Are we tempted to think or say, “Been there. Done that.”? Now that we are in the church season of Lent, are you 
excited by the idea of having an extra opportunity to worship on Wednesday nights or do you look at it and say, “You know, I get 
enough Bible on Sunday. I’m good. Don’t need it.”? Do we consider the Bible like a grade school textbook, that I already learned that 
stuff, I got confirmed, I don’t need to go over that again, I know it all already? Have we stopped thinking about what we are saying, 
what we are confessing when we do confession and absolution or confess the words of the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed? Do we think 
as we say these words, “Yes! This is what I believe! This is what I get to declare along with everyone else here today and that builds 
me up as we all declare belief in these fundamental truths!” or do our eyes glaze over and the words are simply rote? When we fall 
to these temptations, we are in danger of despising God’s saving Word which leads us to neglect it and stay away from it. When this 
happens, we may very well lose it and fall away from God. God is not distant from you, but maybe you distance yourself from God.  

God is near with his cheer. We know that simple truth of who God is and what he has done for us. We declare with our mouths that 
“Jesus is Lord.” This was a simple creed that might have been used as a confession of faith when people were baptized, and for good 
reason. There is a lot said with just three words. To believe that “Jesus is Lord” also declares that Jesus is, as his name means, the 
one who saves me from my imperfection, that he is my righteousness, my perfection, before God since “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” (verse 13) He has declared me not guilty of my sins, justified me. To say “Jesus is Lord” declares that 
Jesus who came in human flesh is also the LORD of the Old Testament, the Great “I AM,” the one who created the world, the one 
who freed the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt, the one who gives us every good and perfect gift. To declare “Jesus is Lord” also 
connects us to all people who believe in the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. “For there is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all.” (verse 12) It’s also saying that Jesus is my master, my leader, that I submit to his will, that I 
follow his lead and obey him, that he dictates my life. If he wants me in his Word, then I’m all in.  

God is not distant from you; he is near you at all times. His Word is near you all the time as well. You hold it in your hands today in 
the worship folder. There’s a Bible just feet away from you. God recorded and preserved it for you, for your benefit, for your 
salvation, so that you would know what he has done for you. It’s not just a one-size-fits all generic word. It’s like it has a personal 
dedication to you, that you can take any part of the Bible that speaks universally and insert your name into the situation. “God so 
loved you, Jon, that he gave his one and only Son, that as you, Jon, believe in him, you shall not perish but have eternal life.” “The 
word is near you, Jon. It is in your mouth and in your heart.” “Anyone who believes in Jesus will never be put to shame, and that 
means you, Jon.” “There is no difference – the same Lord is your Lord, Jon, and the Lord of all people.” “Jon, you call on the name of 
the Lord. You will be saved.”  

God made sure that his saving Word was near you and me as one more way that we would know that Jesus is our Lord and that he is 
with us, even if we don’t feel it. God made sure that his saving Word was near you and me so that we would be richly blessed 
through it. This same Word is what Jesus kept near to him. He quoted Deuteronomy, the 5th book of the Bible, as the sword which 
cut down and defeated the devil and his temptations. Paul quoted Deuteronomy as well in verse 8 today to show us how near God’s 
saving Word is to us, that it is in our mouths and in our hearts. We have that same Word that Jesus, Paul, and Moses all used. God is 
just as near to us today as he was with them. This is why we read it, study it, meditate on it, apply it, and use it. This is one of the 
ways that God is near us, with us. So, we keep him close like a loved one.  

God is near us all the time. If you believe it, you will profess with your lips that “Jesus is Lord.” As you do, you know that you are 
justified, declared not guilty, of your sins by what Jesus has done for you. You are saved. God will never let you be put to shame and 
will always keep his saving Word near you to assure you of these truths. Amen.  
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